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I was surprised at how many different ways there are to develop software. We learned the various Agile methodologies which I thoroughly enjoy much more then the systems analysis and design theory we learned the previous term. The main reason is simply the amount of documentation required for each method. The Agile methodologies are document light, where the other was like writing a book before we started development. 


There are two Agile methodologies that stuck out in my mind.


The first is the Extreme Programming methodology that allows development of software to be completed in a rapid and concise (as far as customer requirements go) manner. Documentation is nearly non-existent which is always a plus – I’d much rather code than write why I am writing the code.


The second is Feature Driven Development. This methodology is actually the one that I use to create software (although I didn’t know it until now). This methodology measures program progress by the number of features that have been coded. I have always planned my projects by breaking it up into features and then coding each in the proper order. The proper ordering being whatever features are required to move on to the next. In some cases the feature development is incremental meaning that I have to revisit a feature after another is coded.

All in all, I had a very limited knowledge of development methodologies before this course. I learned a great deal!

