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Navigation
cd 

Change Directory

changes a directory.


usage :




cd

changes to users home directory.



cd .. 

changes to the parent directory of the current

directory.



cd dir/dir2
changes to the dir/dir2 directory if they exist.
clear

CLEAR


clears the screen.



usage :




clear

clears the screen.

date

DATE


displays the system time and date.



usage :




date

displays the system time and date.

ls

LiSt

lists the contents of the directory. Use the |more switch to view long lists
on one screen. To exit the more utility by typing the q key.

usage :



ls

lists the contents of the directory.


ls -l 

lists the contents with detail. Details include

permissions, owner, group, file size, modification

date, and file name.




ls -a

lists hidden contents only.



ls -t 

lists contents sorted by modification date.



ls -g

lists contents with the group that owns each file.



ls *string
lists contents that contain string in the name.




ls dir/dir2
lists the contents of the directory dir/dir2.

pwd

Present Working Directory



displays the absolute current working directory.



usage :




pwd

lists the absolute current working directory.

User Management

passwd 
PASSWorD


used to change the password of a user.
usage :


passwd user
used to change the password of user.


passwd

used to change the password of the root user.

useradd
USER ADD


used to create a new user.



usage :




useradd user
used to create user.

who

WHO


used to show who is logged on to the computer.


usage :




who

shows a list of currently logged on users.




who > file1
prints list of currently logged on users to file1.

File Processing
cat

conCATenate



used to create a file, append to a file, or read a file.



usage :




cat file1
displays the contents of file1 on the screen.




cat > file1
creates file1. You can add data to the file at this

time. Use ctrl+d to end entry of data.




cat >> file1
appends to file1. You can add data to the file at this

time. Use ctrl+d to end entry of data.

chmod 

CHange MODes


used to modify file and directory permissions. The following table shows

the various combinations that can accomplished.

	
	Read (r)
	Write (w)
	Execute (x)

	User (owner)
	400
	200
	100

	Group
	40
	20
	10

	World
	4
	2
	1


By using the numbers above in combination, permissions can be set.

usage :


chmod 0777 file1



changes permissions on file1 to 777 (all

permissions).

chmod 0666 file2



changes permissions on file2 to 666 (all read, all

write).
cp

CoPy


used to create a copy of a file.



usage :




cp file1 file2
copies the contents of file1 into file2.

cut

CUT


cuts the contents from a file.


usage :




cut -f2 -d: file1 > file2





cuts the second field from each line of file1 and

writes them to file2.

mv

MoVe



moves a file from one place to another.

usage :




mv file1 file2
creates or overwrites file2 with the contents of file1
and the removes file1.




mv file1 dir
creates or overwrites file1 in the directory dir and

then removes the original file1.

paste

PASTE


pastes file contents.


usage :




paste file1 file2 > file3





pastes file1 and file2 into file3.

rm

ReMove



deletes a file or directory.



usage :




rm file1
deletes file1.




rm *.ext
deletes and file with an extension .ext.




rm -r dir
deletes the directory dir and any files and

directories contained within.

sort

SORT


sorts the contents of a file.


usage :




sort file1
sorts file1 and prints on the screen.



sort file1 > file2





sorts file1 and writes to file2.




sort -k 1.6 file1 > file2





sorts file1 by key using the 6th character of the 1st
field and writes output to file2.




sort -t: -o file3 -m file1 file2





merges file1 and file2, sorts by the : and writes

sorted lines to file3.

touch

TOUCH


creates and empty file.



usage :




touch file1
creates empty file file1.

> and >>
these symbols are output arrows. The single arrow is used to create files or overwrite exiting files. The double arrows are used to append to files. Anywhere a single arrow is used, a double arrow can also be used.

Directory Processing

chmod

see the chmod description in the File Processing section.

mkdir

MaKe DIRectory



creates a directory.



usage :




mkdir dir
creates the directory dir.

rm

see the rm description in the File Processing section.

rmdir

ReMove DIRectory



removes a directory when empty.



usage :





rmdir dir
removes the directory dir if it is empty.

VI Commands

a and A
append


use these commands to append text to a line.


a appends text to the right of cursor.


A appends text to the left of the cursor.

i and I
insert


use these commands to insert text on a line.


i inserts text to the left of the cursor.


I inserts text to the right of the cursor.

o and O
open


use these commands to open new lines.

o opens a new line below the current line.

O opens a new line above the current line.

d and D
delete



use these commands to delete text.



d can be used in combination with other commands to delete words, lines,

et cetera. Use dw to delete a word. Use dd to delete a line.

D deletes from the cursor to the end of the line.

/string and ?string


use these commands to search for string.



/string searches forward through the text for string.



?string searches backward through the text for string.
y and Y
yank



use these commands to yank - to cut text.

y can be used in combination with other commands to yank words, lines,

et cetera. Use yw to yank a word. Use yd to yank a line.

Y yanks the current line.

p and P
put



use these commands to put – to paste text.



p puts the yanked text to the right of the cursor.



P puts the yanked text to the left of the cursor.

u

undo



use this command to undo a mistake.

:w and :wq and :q!



use these commands to save and quit from the vi editor.



:w saves the file and does not exit the editor.



:wq saves the file and does exit the editor.



:q! does not save the file and does exit the editor.
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